
COUNCIL REMINDERS:
Campaign: The North American Safe Boating Campaign

is now accepting donations!   As we begin to plan for next
year, we would like to ask anyone interested in donating
materials to the campaign to please contact the NSBC at
campaign@safeboatingcouncil.org. Contributions may come
in the form of pamphlets, posters, flyers, brochures, decals,
etc. and will display informative boating safety information
from your organization.  We will also list items that carry a
cost on the order form that can be directly ordered from your
organization.

     If you would like to provide a handout or cost item to
the 2007 campaign, please provide us with three samples of
your proposed materials by September 30, 2006.  Your samples
may be mailed to the NSBC, P.O. Box 509, Bristow, VA 20136.
Final versions of your materials should be sent to our fulfillment
center by December 11, 2006.  We ask that if you are
interested in contributing handouts to our kit that you be
able to supply 80,000 to 100,000 copies to the fulfillment
center by this date.

     For more information concerning the campaign
please visit our website at www.safeboatingcampaign.com.

Sidekicks Contest: We are still accepting entries for
the 2nd annual Sidekicks Contest.   Kids between the ages of
4 to 15 are eligible to enter anytime between now and January
1, 2007.   Once again first, second, and third place prizes will
be awarded in each of the three age groups.  Please visit the
Boating Safety Sidekicks website at
www.boatingsidekicks.com for more information on the
contest and how to enter.
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With boating season in full swing, it’s more important than ever to
put safety at the top of your shopping list before taking your boat out
for a day on the water.  Fortunately, safety doesn’t  cost a lot . . . there
are resources available to stay safe on the water while keeping your
pocketbook in check. When it comes to being safe on the water, steals
and deals are everywhere for recreational boaters who know where to
look.

Life Jacket Values

Although boating fatalities have decreased in recent years, the
percentage of those that occur due to neglecting life jacket wear continue
to be high. Drowning remains the primary cause of death in recreational
boating accidents, and 90 percent of those who drowned in 2004 were
NOT wearing life jackets. With today’s life jacket models achieving new
heights in design, style, comfort, and simplicity, boaters have every
reason to stock up—doing so may just save a life. Life jackets on the
market today are quite affordable, as many models can be found in the
$30 to $60 dollar range.

With recently established rules requiring children under thirteen
to wear life jackets while boating on federal waters, maintaining an
appropriate supply for children can get challenging. Kids quickly
outgrow jackets that are bought for them as the boating seasons come
and go. Since 1997, the BoatU.S. Foundation has sponsored a Life
Jacket Loaner Program for Kids to help families meet life jacket
requirements for young boaters. Today, over 350 marinas, fuel docks,
BoatU.S. Towing Operators, and waterfront businesses lend out kids’
life jackets for the day or weekend to families who need them. The
rental process is simple, paperwork is minimal, and participating lenders
are trained to provide borrowers with the right jacket size and type for
kids that will be onboard. An average of forty new lending sites spring
up every year. The website for the BoatU.S. Foundation has an updated
list of current lending sites organized by city and state (www.boatus.com/
Foundation/LJLP).

Vessel Safety Checks: Free and Fast

While there are almost 13 million registered boats on our nation’s
waterways each year, the number of them that are safe enough to
actually be on the water remains unknown. Having a “sea-worthy”boat
is crucial, especially for boaters who take to the water regularly. To help
boaters ensure that their boats are safe and ready for operation, the
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United States Power Squadrons®
offer free Vessel Safety Checks (VSC) from qualified Vessel Examiners
(VE). Arranging for a VSC annually is all one needs to keep their boat in
check and ready for the water.

Vessel Examiners check boats for mechanical safety, verify that the
proper safety equipment is aboard, and speak with boaters on how to
best outfit their vessels for compliance with federal and state regulations.

BOATING SAFELY DOESN’T HAVE
TO COST AN ARM AND A LEG

By John M. Malatak
Chief, Program Operations Division
U.S. Coast Guard

Those that successfully complete the safety check receive a Vessel Safety
Check decal. VSCs generally take approximately twenty to thirty minutes
to complete.

Booze and Boating: Spare the Bottle, Spare a Dime

Boating Under the Influence (BUI) can have deadly consequences.
In 2004, alcohol use, when reported as the cause of an accident, resulted
in 16 percent of all recreational boating fatalities. Careless and tragic
accidents, heavy fines, and possible imprisonment make boating under
the influence a deadly risk no boater should take.

The impairing effects of alcohol, drugs, and some prescription
medications are amplified due to marine conditions like motion,
vibration, noise, sun, wind, and spray. These conditions—when mixed
with impairing substances—increase the rate of fatigue, causing a boat
operator’s coordination, judgment, and reaction time to deteriorate
much faster than normal.

Boating Safety Courses

In 2004, 70 percent of those who died in recreational boating
accidents, the operator had no form of boating safety instruction. Boating
safety courses not only demonstrate and reinforce responsible behavior,
they also teach operators how to avoid accidents and how to react
quickly and properly in the event of an emergency. There are a number
of free and inexpensive boating safety courses available for both young
and adult boaters. Check with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, U. S. Power
Squadrons, or your state boating law adminstrator’s office to learn
more about the variety of approved courses available.

For more information on boating safety courses visit
 http://uscgboating.org/safety/courses.htm

The U.S. Coast Guard is asking all boat owners and operators to
help reduce fatalities, injuries, property damage, and associated
healthcare costs related to recreational boating accidents by taking
personal responsibility for their own safety and the safety of their
passengers.  Essential steps include always wear a life jacket and require
passengers to do the same; never boat under the influence (BUI) of
alcohol and drugs; successfully complete a boating safety course; and
get a Vessel Safety Check (VSC) annually from local U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, United States Power Squadrons®, or your state boating agency’s
vessel examiners.  The U.S. Coast Guard reminds all boaters, “You’re in
Command. Boat Responsibly!”

For more information on boating responsibly, go to
www.USCGboating.org or call the U.S. Coast Guard Infoline at1-800-
368-5647.

For many years the
National Safe Boating
Council has been
coordinating the North
American Safe Boating
Campaign aimed at
educating boaters across
the country about the

importance of life jacket wear while on the water.
The campaign has typically been a national
grassroots campaign using a PR firm and
volunteers from member organizations to
disseminate boating safety information to the
public.  Given the limited resources the campaign
is funded to run a national campaign, the
message has typically been a broad, general topic
that appeals to a larger segment of boaters across
the country.  For the 2007 campaign, the NSBC
has been granted an additional amount of funds
to devote entirely to a targeted campaign in a
specific area for the purpose of measuring the
results of a specific effort on life jacket wear.

The area of Northern California was chosen
for this campaign because it is one of the
locations where the JSI study, an observational
study run by the USCG to determine life jacket
wear throughout the country, takes place and it
has a need for a targeted campaign to increase
life jacket wear.  The NSBC is working with the
California Department of Boating and Waterways
and the BoatU.S. Foundation, through their
Sportsmen Forum, to create a concentrated and
focused effort that will hopefully show some
change in behavior among the boaters of this
region.  We will be focusing on a specific group
of high risk boaters that tend to have the highest
number of fatalities in that region.  The campaign
will focus specifically on this high risk group

targeting who they are, when they boat, and
what would make them begin to wear a life
jacket.  The goal of this effort is to not only
save lives by increasing life jacket wear, but to
also ascertain whether this kind of targeted
campaign works on changing behavior in
boaters.

This new effort will allow us to try some
new and different techniques to determine
why people don’t wear their life jackets and
figure out how to change that.  It will also
allow us to determine if the kinds of campaigns
we run on a yearly basis are really that effective
or if we need to change our tactics.  By pooling
our resources, knowledge and ideas we can
learn a lot about how to create a change in
behavior and become more effective in our
campaigns across the country.

The  national North American Safe Boating
Campaign will continue to offer the same
resources and materials as they have in the
past to boating safety professionals and
volunteers across the country.  This year we
will continue to educate boaters about the
importance of life jacket wear but will also
begin to emphasize the different kinds of life
jackets that are available to boaters.  It is
important to inform boaters of the options
they have when it comes to life jackets
including over the shoulder type inflatables
and belt-packs that make life jackets more
flexible and wearable than the traditional style
of jacket.

For more information on the campaign,
please visit our website at
www.safeboatingcampaign.com.

ADJUSTING THE DIRECTION OF THE NORTH AMERICAN
SAFE BOATING CAMPAIGN

What better location than the San Antonio
Riverwalk to host the 11th Annual International
Boating and Water Safety Summit?  Couple
the location with an outstanding program and
you have the best Summit yet!

The Summit is an opportunity to hear first
hand about what is going on in the world of
recreational boating.  General sessions and
smaller break-out session will touch on topics
of national interest, especially “What will it take
to move the needle on life jacket wear?”  Other
topics will cover great ways to market your
message, how to think safety in order to
prevent an accident, rental education, low
head dams and how partnerships help get the
safety message out.  In addition to these great
events, we have planned water activities and a
dazzling boat lighting demonstration.

The location for the 11th Annual Summit
is the Crowne Plaza Riverwalk in historic San
Antonio, Texas, on March 4 – 7, 2007.  The
Crowne Plaza is minutes from the Riverwalk
where you will find unique shops and fantastic
restaurants.  Also within walking distance are
the Alamo, the Villita and the Tower of the
Americas.

This is a Summit that you won’t want to
miss!

Please visit our web site, http://
www.safeboat ingcounci l .org /summit /
index.htm for more information about the
Summit.

TEXAS STYLE SUMMIT –
BIGGER THAN EVER

WEAR YOUR LIFE JACKET!

2006 CALENDAR FOR
BOATING SAFETY

AUGUST
August 28 Pre-registration Deadline for the Instructor

Certification Course, Louisville, KY
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 U.S. Coast Guard Aux. National Conference,

Dallas, TX

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 21-23 CSBC Annual Symposium, Quebec City, Canada
Sept. 21-27 NASBLA Annual Conference, Louisville, KY
Sept. 24 NSBC General Membership Mtg., Louisville, KY
Sept. 28-29 NSBC Instructor Certification Course, Louisville, KY

OCTOBER
Oct. 4-5 Passenger Vessel Safety on Sole State Water

NTSB Academy, George Washington University, VA
Oct. 21-22 National Boating Federation Fall Meeting
Oct. 21-22 National Boating Safety Advisory Council, USCG

Washington, D.C.

NOVEMBER
Nov. 1-3 NMMA International IBEX, Miami, FL
Nov. 3-5 ACA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.

According to the United States Coast Guard, approximately 85 to 90% of people who die in boating accidents do so
because they end up in the water unexpectedly and drown.  Now here is the startling fact:  The majority of those who drown
are classified as “swimmers.” Any questions?  Now let’s put on those life jackets.
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