
PREMIUM  MEMBERS

PATRON MEMBERS

AbilityOne, Inc.
Boat Ed
Boat US
Brunswick Corporation
Coors Brewing Company
MetLife Auto & Home
National Marine Manufacturers

Association
Orion Safety Products
Sentinel Press
Wal-Mart Stores
Watermark Paddlesports, Inc.
West Marine Products, Inc.
Within Reach
Yamaha Motor Corporation
Zurich Marine Specialty

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

ACR Electronics
American Poker Runs Association
Brunswick Boat Group
Kawasaki Motors Corporation, U.S.A.
Lower Colorado River Authority
Mercury Marine
Paddlesport Publishing, Inc./Paddler

Magazine
Personal Watercraft Industry
Polaris Industries
Ranger Boats
Stearns, Inc.
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Walsh Marine Products
Zodiac of North America, Inc.

SHOULD  YOUR  NAME  BE  HERE ?

PLEASE WELCOME
OUR NEW

NSBC MEMBERS

Organizations
B-About Sail Ministry

Northwestern Boating Council

Individuals
Douglas Reedy

Lee Taylor

AND NOW  .   .   .   .   COMMENTS FROM
NEWLY ELECTED NSBC CHAIR

 ED CARTER

Let me begin by saying “thanks for your confidence
    and support” in allowing me to serve as Chair of a
        most remarkable organization. Those who have

previously served as Chair have set a standard of growth
and service which I shall strive to continue. I also want to
put our “retiring Chair”, Bill Grizwold, on notice that, even
though well deserved, there will be no resting on laurels.
Bill was an outstanding leader and I plan to continue to
utilize his skills and guidance as the Council continues to
excel.

Planning for the 2005 Safe Boating Campaign is well
underway and we are doing more than the usual “tweak-
ing”.  We take your evaluations and suggestions seriously
and alter our course accordingly. This year you will notice

some changes in the support materials which should make the campaign more cost efficient
as well as effective. The Campaign is the most visible program the Council is involved with
and the staff and Board of the Council are quite serious about maintaining a synergistic
effort from all our partners toward our common goal of safer boating.

Another hallmark program, The International Boating and Water Safety Summit, is also
just around the corner. The venue is spectacular and combined with an aggressive and
focused agenda, it promises to be the best ever.  Rest assured that a smiggon (that’s a
technical word meaning yee-haw) of fun will also be available for your learning pleasure.

Thanks to the leadership of Jim Richardson, our “Small Grants Program” has become a
resounding success. Just as we are in the process of making the final decisions for this year,
we are looking at a whole new and complimentary grant program that will undoubtedly up
the ante and competition for grassroots programs that offer imaginative ways to preach the
gospel of responsible boating. Stand by for more on this continuing initiative.

The National Safe Boating Council through many years of effort,  pride and accomplish-
ments has made remarkable strides and has evolved into an internationally respected
organization. With a dedicated and professional staff, a Board that will settle for nothing
less than excellence, and a growing and enthusiastic membership, I don’t see any way that
hallmark will change.

As they used to say on the old radio programs, “Keep them cards and letters coming
folks,” we need your guidance and support.

Thanks again for the honor of being your Chair.

Best wishes for safe and happy holidays,Best wishes for safe and happy holidays,Best wishes for safe and happy holidays,Best wishes for safe and happy holidays,Best wishes for safe and happy holidays,
Ed CarterEd CarterEd CarterEd CarterEd Carter

THE STAFF AT THE
NATIONAL SAFE

BOATING COUNCIL
WISHES ALL OF YOU

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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Legal Eagle by Joan M. Bondareff, Esq

GOAL SETTING FOR THE COAST GUARD:
HOW MANY LIVES CAN WE SAVE?

At the last meeting of the National Boating Safety Advisory Council (NBSAC), in
Crystal City, Virginia, I was initially surprised by the Coast Guard’s request to
NBSAC for input into their goals for Recreational Boating Safety. I assumed that

the Coast Guard had already set goals for RBS. But, the more I thought about it, the more I
realized this is an important exercise in which all supporters of safe boating should partici-
pate and take seriously.

According to the Coast Guard’s own statistics, for the last two years, the number of
boating fatalities has remained constant at about 700. And, most of these boaters were
either not wearing a PFD or had not taken a boating education course. Of course, this is all
the more reason to work harder at our campaigns for increasing PFD wear and encouraging
all boaters to take an education course. But, the question of the day is how many fatalities
are acceptable? How many accidents? What should our goals be? Zero fatalities?  And, if
so, how do we achieve this goal?  What resources are needed? Do our common efforts need
to be redirected in any manner?

I looked at other safety organizations to see if they had set similar goals for eliminating
fatalities on the roads and in the air. I checked out the Department of Transportation’s
Strategic Plan for 2003-2008, and saw that, yes indeed, Secretary Mineta and DOT have set
specific goals for each mode of transportation to achieve by 2008:

For highway safety:
reduce highway fatalities to 1.0 per 100 million vehicle miles traveled;

and reduce large truck fatalities to 1.65 per 100 million truck miles traveled.
For aviation safety:

reduce commercial aviation fatal accidents to 0.01 per 100,000 departures;
and reduce general aviation fatal accidents to 325.

For rail safety:
reduce train accidents and incidents to 16.14 per million train miles.

For transit safety:
reduce fatalities to 0.488 per 100 million passenger miles.

For pipeline safety:
reduce total incidents for gas and hazardous liquid pipelines to 307.

For hazardous materials safety:
reduce the number of serious incidents to 488.

Are these the types of goals and numbers we want the Coast Guard to set, or can we
do better? I understand that we could be mixing apples and oranges, or boaters and
passengers, but still I like the idea of specific goals that we and everyone else can measure.

Let me and other members of the NSBC and NBSAC have your thoughts about this
exercise so we can provide input to the Coast Guard and then all get on the same page to
reducing (or eliminating) boating fatalities and accidents.

SUPPORTING
BOATING SAFETY
THROUGH YOUR

NSBC MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the National Safe
Boating Council is open to all
non-profit and commercial

organizations. It is also open to state and
local marine enforcement and boating
safety agencies. Just as important, individu-
als that express an interest in recreational
boating safety can be members.

The more active, dues-paying members
we have, the stronger our organization
becomes. A strong NSBC will result in fewer
boating deaths and a safer marine environ-
ment.

Members support the NSBC by
participating in one of the following levels
of membership:

1.  Non-Profit (501 (c) 3) membership is
comprised of organizations on a national,
regional, state or local level involved in the
recreational boating field.

2.  Government membership is available
to federal, state and local agencies involved
in recreational boating and education
activities.

3.  Commercial and Trade membership
is open to international, national, regional
and local “for profit” organizations inter-
ested in recreational boating safety and
education.

4.  Individual membership is open to all
with an interest in boating safety. (Individu-
als cannot be associated with an organiza-
tion.)

A significant source of our support is
through membership dues. Dues are based
upon the level of membership and are
collected on an annual basis.  Membership
is for a calendar year.  Invoicing for 2005
will begin in January.

Membership Classes and Annual Fees
Non Profit or Government

Local  $50
State/Regional  $150
National  $200
Commercial/Trade $300

Premium Levels
Sustaining  $500
Patron  $1000

There is also an invidual membership
available at a rate of $35. Please check out
our web site at www.safeboatingcouncil.org
for more information on NSBC membership.

DO NOT DELAY
JOIN NOW!

GRANT PROGRAM UPDATE

It is that time of year again! The Local Recreational Boating
Safety (RBS) Program is now accepting grant applications
through January 25, 2005.
The purpose of the Grant Program is to further the North

American Safe Boating Campaign efforts, so projects  that expand on
the national  campaign are given preference. However, local projects
of national significance are also considered for funding.  Projects
may include such things as sponsorship of a hands-on boating
program for a youth group, raising safe boating awareness, or
sponsoring training for instructors in adaptive boating.

The Grant Program offers grants up to $1,000 for each project.
The grant amount awarded must represent at least 50% of the project
budget but the recipient is not required to match grant funds.  The
Grant Committee has discretion to award an amount less than that
which was requested. No project may exceed one year in length.
Grant funds cannot be used for salaries, transportation, meals or
lodging or the purchase of items such as laptop computers, projec-
tors and other non-expendable equipment.

Grant applications are accepted no sooner than October 25 and
must be postmarked no later than January 25. Grants are awarded
by March 15 to enable projects to be underway in time for National
Safe Boating Week (May 21 - 27, 2005).

Each project has its own success story. One of the current
successful projects was conducted by SAFEKIDS in Grand Forks,
North Dakota. Proud to be a 2004 grant recipient, SAFEKIDS used
their grant to support  Kids in Boats water safety classes for 322
children and 73 adults. The program consisted of several sessions
and included information about hypothermia, rescue techniques, the
effects of alcohol, life  jackets and safe boating practices.

 Find out more about past grant recipients, get complete
program guidelines and obtain application forms at our website:
www.safeboatingcouncil.org. Click on the link to the Local RBS
Grant Program on the home page.

Submit an idea of your own or encourage a local organization
that could use some funding assistance to apply for a grant this
year.
Remember, the applications must be completed and postmarked no

later than January 25.

The National Safe Boating Council has been preparing for the
2005 North American Safe Boating Campaign. This year the
campaign has undergone some changes as a result of the

constructive feedback we received from our members and campaign
participants. We have tried to incorporate many of the ideas to
create a more productive and successful 2005 campaign.

The Campaign Kits will now feature single sheets of informa-
tion including the 2003 US Coast Guard statistics, a new resource
guide and the 2005 Campaign Order Form. These sheets have been
produced to make it easier to copy and distribute the relative
information to your boating communities. In addition, we are
changing the manner in which we distribute the kits in an effort to
be more cost effective.

The campaign site, www.safeboatingcampaign.com, will now
feature a new “user friendly” layout for all to use. The new layout
will allow for easier browing for the average person or boater.
Members will still have access to features on our site such as the
media guide, event posting, press releases, articles and campaign
logos as well as all the information that is present in the campaign
kits. You will also be able to order your safety materials online. We
encourage you to promote this site to your boating communities as
a valuable point of reference to learn more about important boating
safety tips, events and activities.

We hope that with these improvements the 2005 North Ameri-
can Safe Boating Campaign will be able to reach out to a larger
number of boaters and continue to spread our message of boating
safety. We thank you for your continued support and assistance in
helping us to achieve our campaign goals. If you have any addi-
tional questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the National
Safe Boating Council at (703) 361-4294 or via email at
campaign@safeboatingcouncil.org. With your participation, the
2005 Safe Boating Awareness Campaign “Boat Smart. Boat Safe.
Wear It!” is sure to be a success!

The National Safe Boating Council would like to congratulate
our winners of the 2004 National Safe Boating Campaign
evaluation contest! The following individuals were chosen

at random as winners for completing and returning their campaign
evaluation forms prior to the August 1 deadline.

William B Greene of US Power Squadron of Sebastian, FL
  -  A Watermark Sospenders Inflatable PFD
Jane Ellis of US Power Squadron of Harrison Twp., MI
 -  Stearns Inflata-Belt Lite
Diane Revak of US Power Squadron of Phoenix, MD
 -  Stearns Inflata-Belt Lite
Rachel Pate of McLeod Health  -  Orion First Aid Kit
Mary Jane Schnoor of US Power Squadron, Cocoa Beach, FL
  -  Orion First Aid Kit
Congratulations to the winners!

We would like to thank Watermark Sports, Stearns and Orion
for donating the drawing prizes as well as everyone who partici-
pated in the 2004 campaign.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2005 CAMPAIGN PLANS

AND . . . WE HAVE A WINNER!

$ $’S  FOR  YOUR  PROGRAMS
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CHECK OUT THE NEW PADDLE SMART
PROGRAM ON THE SIDEKICKS WEB PAGE:

WWW.BOATINGSIDEKICKS.COM. START AT THE
SIDEKICKS WEB SITE, AND THEN CLICK ON

“SMART START FOR PADDLERS.”


